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Services

• Business Transactions

• Energy + Infrastructure

• Regional Banking

• Financial Services

• Real Estate

• Renewable Energy

Education

• University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law  (J.D., 
1993)

• University of California, Los 

Angeles  (B.A., 1987)

. magna cum laude

. Economics and Business

Bar Admissions

• California

Dirk Mueller has over 20 years of energy project development and finance experience. His practice focuses 

on representing project sponsors in connection with real property, project development, shared facility and 

finance matters, with an emphasis on negotiating and structuring complex project and site acquisition 

agreements, options, leases, sale-leaseback financings, rights of way, surface waivers, franchise 

agreements, crossing consents, joint development agreements, shared use and shared facility agreements, 

water supply agreements and other bespoke project development agreements.

Dirk has helped project sponsors successfully develop and finance energy projects of all types including 

solar, wind, geothermal, battery storage, natural gas, landfill gas, and biomass projects. He has experience 

assisting clients with developing projects on private, federal, state, county and Tribal property throughout the 

United States, including the first large-scale solar project approved to be built on tribal land in North America.

Dirk applies his knowledge and experience to help his clients navigate the legal landscape faster and more 

effectively, to anticipate problems and find creative, practical, time saving, cost effective and financeable 

solutions. He strives to build and maintain a good rapport with counterparties, even during the course of 

difficult negotiations, because he believes this approach will generally help achieve the best and most 

expeditious result for his clients, and provide them with a competitive advantage.

Dirk draws upon his project development experience to provide due diligence, purchase and sale agreement 

support, and counseling advice in connection with project equity and debt financing.

Dirk also represents institutional lenders, regional banks and sponsors in financing transactions, including 

real estate and personal property secured lending, private client lending, agricultural lending, timber finance, 

acquisition and construction lending, mezzanine and hard money lending and project finance. His experience

encompasses a wide variety of industries, including retail, industrial and office secured real estate finance, 

winery and food and beverage industry financing, and traditional and renewable energy project financings.

Distinctions

• Northern California Super Lawyers in Energy & Resources (2012-2017).

• Best Lawyers in America in Real Estate Law (2023-2025)

Experience

First Republic Bank

We assist First Republic Bank with structuring, drafting and negotiating loan documents for its individual and 

business clients for business acquisition loans, real estate acquisition loans, short and long term real estate 

term loans, equity and accounts receivable secured personal and commercial lines of credit, real estate 

construction loans and loans for buy-outs and recapitalizations.

mailto:dmueller@fbm.com


Silicon Valley Bank

We assist Silicon Valley Bank’s premium wine banking group with structuring, drafting and negotiating loan 

documents for its winery clients in connection with vineyard and winery acquisition and development loans, 

short and long term real estate term loans, inventory and accounts receivable secured working capital lines 

of credit, winery construction loans and loans for buy-outs and recapitalizations.

Soitec

Served as corporate, real estate and financing counsel with respect to the development, acquisition and 

financing of solar energy projects in California.

Invenergy Wind Projects

Represented Invenergy in connection with developing, acquiring and financing wind projects in Colorado and 

California, including as lead project development counsel with respect to a joint venture between Invenergy 

and SDG&E developing a wind project on tribal land in Southern California.

Publications

March 4, 2024

Achieving Compatibility Between Solar Project Developers and Mineral Estate Holders

pv magazine
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