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Partner

wschlinkert@fbm.com

San Francisco: 415.954.4493

Services

• Tax

• International Tax and Estate 
Planning

• Private Client

• Consumer Products + 
Manufacturing

• Wine

Education

• Georgetown University  (LL.M.)

. Taxation

• University of California, 

Berkeley, School of Law  (J.D.)

. Editor, Industrial Relations 

Law Journal

• University of Dallas  (B.A.)

. summa cum laude

. Mathematics

Bar Admissions

• California

Court Admissions

• U.S. Tax Court

Bill Schlinkert has a broad-based business and tax practice emphasizing corporate, partnership, real estate, 

and foreign investment matters. He served as chairman of the firm from 1997-2005, as well as previously 

chairing the Commercial Department and Tax Practice Group.

Bill has extensive experience in corporate purchases and sales, joint venture formations, real estate 

acquisitions and exchanges, and both inbound and outbound foreign investments. He has represented 

numerous companies, both private and public, in matters related to a myriad of corporate combinations and 

divisions. For his real estate clients, he has provided counsel on a wide array of tax and business concerns, 

including the formation of large real estate investment funds and the intricacies of REIT operations. Working 

with hotel clients from Hong Kong, Japan, Monaco, and the Middle East, he has established acquisition and 

management structures for hotel purchases both in the United States and in Europe.

As a member of the firm's wine industry team, he has also been intimately involved in structuring vineyard 

investments for Canadian, German, Spanish, Middle Eastern, and South American investors.

Thanks in no small measure to his tenure at the helm of Farella, Bill brings a unique and strikingly effective 

business perspective to the counsel he provides clients. More specifically, he combines technical expertise, 

creativity, and practicality. He puts his work into a relevant, meaningful business framework, with a strong 

emphasis on risk assessment. He gauges legal work against the client’s exposure and risk, performing a 

cost/benefit analysis that drives practical, creative analysis that solves difficult problems.

Clients come to Bill not to simply determine the answer to a question, but to also determine the risks and 

benefits of a particular course of intended action, and alternatives. Based on decades of both advising and 

operating a business, Bill’s counsel delivers effective, specific, and actionable recommendations with a 

grounding in the real world of business.

Distinctions

• Best Lawyers in America in the area of Tax Law (2017-2023)

• Certified Tax Specialist, California Board of Legal Specialization

Outside the Office

Bill is an avid hiker in all of the open spaces in the Bay Area, particularly in the East Bay and in state parks 

around Mt. Diablo. He’s also a traveler, most recently to Central America -- Costa Rica, Panama, and 

Columbia have been current stops. He enjoys spending time with his children and grandchildren, as well as 

biking and golf.
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